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 Music Technology (Production) 
 BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma  

This course will take your experience of music and sound production to the next 
level. You must have a keen interest in sequencing, recording and performance.

You will:
§	 Learn a range of production techniques and apply them to different music 

styles and genres
§	 Use music technology to support real media and performance projects
§	 Practise sound creation and manipulation
§	 Work in our industry standard recording studios and Mac suites
§	 Carry out individual research and presentation alongside your practical work
§	 Participate in master classes, talks and workshops by industry professionals

Assessment is continuous and coursework based.

Next steps: On completion of the full course you can progress to university 
level study, for example, The Higher National Diploma in Creative Musicianship 
(HND) at Exeter College. Alternatively you could seek employment in the industry.

Entry requirements: You need at least eight GCSEs to include at least six at 
grade C or above as well as a grade 4 in English and Maths. The ability to sing or 
play an instrument to a comfortable standard is desirable. Previous experience 
with some form of sequencing and recording is advantageous e.g. Logic Pro, 
Cubase, Protools, Garage Band, Fruity Loops.

Key information Location: Centre for Music and Performance
Duration: 2 years 
Level: 3
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 Music 
 BTEC Level 3 90-Credit Diploma/Extended Diploma  

This applied, performance based course offers you a broad range of study if you 
are hoping to pursue a career in music.

You will:
§	 Study the place of music in our society, working in the music industry, music 

theory and its practical application, composing and arranging, performance 
techniques and improvisation

§	 Develop your skills using our professional standard equipment and Logic and 
Pro-tools to sequence and record to a high standard

§	 Participate in master classes, talks and workshops by industry professionals
§	 Deliver your final performance at Exeter Phoenix
§	 Join ensembles including Big Band, choirs and Jazz Project
§	 Benefit from our strong links with music industry professionals to gain work 

experience and plan our career

Assessment is by written and practical assignments.

Next steps: You could progress on to the Higher National Diploma in Creative 
Musicianship (HND) at Exeter College. You could also progress to study 
commercial music, pop, jazz, music technology and composition at university.

Entry requirements: You need at least eight GCSEs to include at least six 
at grade C or above as well as a grade 4 in English and Maths and the ability 
to play an instrument with confidence and intermediate skill. Vocalists are 
encouraged to learn a melodic or harmonic instrument to support your vocal 
studies. Alongside the above requirements, entry to this course is by audition.

Key information Location: Centre for Music and Performance
Duration: 2 years 
Level: 3
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 Music Technology 
 BTEC Level 3 90-Credit Diploma/Extended Diploma  

This course is for you if you have a strong desire to pursue a career within the 
fields of music technology or sound recording.

You will:
§	 Work closely with music performance students, gaining hands on experience 

of live mixing, studio recording and collaborative composition projects
§	 Study subjects such as audio engineering, music theory, sound creation and 

manipulation and the music industry
§	 Learn a range of production techniques and apply them to different music 

styles and genres
§	 Use music technology to support real media and performance projects, for 

example scoring student films, recording and producing demo recordings for 
bands etc. 

§	 Learn synthesis, sampling and manipulation techniques to create your own 
sounds.  

§	 Work in our recording studios and Mac suites
§	 Carry out individual research and presentation alongside your practical work
§	 Produce your own album!

Assessment is by practical and written assignments.

Next steps: You could progress on to the Higher National Diploma in Creative 
Musicianship (HND) at Exeter College. You could also progress to university 
courses in music technology, commercial music or enter the music industry. 
Previous students have been signed to record labels and tour internationally.
 
Entry requirements: You need at least eight GCSEs to include at least six at 
grade C or above as well as a grade 4 in English and Maths. The ability to sing 
or play an instrument to a comfortable level is desirable as is an open mind. 
Technology experience is desirable including knowledge of sequencing programs 
and recording.

Key information Location: Centre for Music and Performance
Duration: 2 years
Level: 3
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 Music 
 AS/A Level  

Studying this course will give you an understanding of the techniques of 
performance, harmony and composition, and an historical perspective on a wide 
variety of music styles and traditions.

You will:
§	 Perform, compose and critically appraise music throughout the course
§	 Join orchestras, choirs, bands and other groups to supplement your study
§	 Take trips to professional concerts
§	 Practise in our purpose built recording studios, rehearsal suites and 

performance area
§	 Join Exeter College’s Music Academy, with its master classes and workshops 

led by industry professionals

You will be assessed by a combination of coursework (60%), including a 
performance recital, and by an end-of-year written examination (40%).

Next steps: You could go on to a university or music conservatoire. This 
A Level also provides a suitable background for work in areas such as 
performance, composition, music teaching, music journalism and music therapy.

Entry requirements: You need at least eight GCSEs to include at least six at 
grade C or above as well as a grade 4 in English and Maths and you must be 
able to read standard music notation confidently and be familiar with both treble 
and bass clefs. You should be able to perform at a standard equivalent to grade 
5/6, even if you have not taken a performance exam. Previous participation 
in music ensembles, and GCSE Music and/or Grade 5 theory would be an 
advantage.

Key information Location: Centre for Music and Performance
Duration: 2 years
Level: 3

NB There is also the possibility of studying Music as an option (Higher or 
Standard Level) within the IB Programme. Please contact the Music Department 
for further information.
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 Music (Creative Musicianship) 
 HNC/HND  

You will be working with your lecturers, peers and outside agencies to develop 
your skills in music performance, production, creation and marketing.  

You will:
§	 Perform, compose and critically appraise music throughout the course
§	 Work independently towards academically challenging goals 
§	 Develop your career plan and work with an industry mentor to realise your 

goals
§	 Have access to 1-1 instrumental lessons with industry practitioners
§	 Use industry standard equipment to produce recordings 
§	 Attend masterclasses and workshops led by industry professionals  
 
Entry requirements
For 2017 entry, you will need 64 UCAS tariff points (minimum) from AS, A Level 
or AVCE programmes, BTEC National Diploma/Certificate - grades MPP/MM, 
GNVQ Advanced, an appropriate NVQ at Level 3, an Access qualification or 
other qualifications deemed equivalent to the above. At least one qualification 
must be in a music performance or technology subject. Alongside the above 
requirements, entry to this course is by audition. 
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